A Novices view to Racing - Part |

Written by Paul Jeffries

t was one warm summer day in July, and

| was lucky enough to be at the Le Mans

Classic race watching a family friend race

in the 24hour race when | thought ‘l want to

do this!” There was one small problem, well
actually lots of problems, the first being money and
the second being no race licence, not to mention
the small factor of a wife and son at home. | was
not one to be pessimistic and continued to dream
of being a Racing Driver until | went home and
reality struck, | knew | could do it but needed to
overcome a few hurdles.

Having said my ‘Missed You’s’ to my wife and son
Ted, | got myself onto Ebay and looked for cars, it
was then | realised my dream could be realised as
you can buy a race ready XR2 suitable for Stock
hatch for little over £2,000. What really caught my
eye was a white MR2 with black viper stripes, fully
prepared for racing having done a season of the
MR2 Championship for £3700. | had to have it so
called the seller and arranged a viewing.

| went down to Towcester with my father and took
it out for a spin. Having purchased a Mk2 rev1 car
from a friend for £500 with a view to tracking it |
knew what to look for and it was apparent that the
car was well set up and looked after for an ex race
car, but | didn’t commit at that time, being cautious
as lam.

On the journey back to Stafford my father and |
discussed the pros and cons and finances and all
things considered we agreed to purchase it and go
racing, sharing the costs in the process. No mention
here of what the share ratio was. | called the seller
of the car and offered £3,000 with a view and
agreed on £3,200 with a lightweight racing exhaust
thrown in!

| may have done this the wrong way around,
but with the car bought it was time to get
my licence so looked at the MSA website
on what was required. | knew that a test
was on the cards and lots of fees but
looked at ways at reducing costs/ | didn’t
accept that things couldn’t be done
cheaper and managed to find a form on
the MSA website free of

charge, this was

complimented by

a Blue Book -

being the bible

of motorsport

regulations off

eBay for a fiver.

| thought great |

have saved close

on £55! and |

hadn’t even started

yet.

It wasn’t until | spoke

to the MSA about the

requirements for a

medical that | was asked

“have you purchased your

go racing pack?” | responded

to say no but | have a form. The
lady from the MSA politely informed

—

me that | needed a pack as each one was assigned
to the applicant with a serial number on the form.
This was shocking news as | was now £5 down, not
to mention the five minutes time locating the form.
| decided at that point to just bite the bullet and
arrange everything all that day. So a go racing pack
was ordered from the MSA, the test, referred to as
the ARDS was booked at Oulton Park and | called
the doctors to book my medical.

Once the medical was completed and a few weeks
had passed it was time to go to Oulton Park and
do the ARDS test, you can do your ARDS at most
UK circuits but | chose Oulton based on the date
and close proximity to where | live. When | arrived
| made my way to register as per the instructions
found in the pack and had a coffee and chat with
the others taking the test. There was a slight delay
which concerned us all as the bright warm July day
was overshadowed by clouds on the horizon, none
of us wanted a downpour on our test,

least of all me.

We were briefed and given the
opportunity to watch the Go Racing
DVD again before doing the written
test. This lasted for about 20-30mins
and was marked immediately after.
We all passed! Great news, that’s the
school part out of the way, now it was
time to hit the track. The car for the
test was a rather nice VX220 Turbo,
so a similar weight distribution and
handling characteristics to my MR2
but with more horsepower to play with
and the small point of less
weight. It stayed
dry thankfully and
in the back of
my mind | kept thinking keep it
smooth and build up the speed
gradually. | had about eight or
so laps to demonstrate
safety on circuit with
the emphasis on
observation, car
control and the

all important racing lines. | was left to drive with
no communication from the assessor except the
first few laps where it was used for car and track
familiarisation.

Having completed a number of uneventful laps |
was asked to drive into the pits where | was given
the excellent news that | had passed. This was
supported by a signature on my form, the one with
that serial number on which had to be returned to
the MSA together with a cheque.

It was a great experience doing the ARDS, more so
that | met three like minded novices who were all
looking at club level motorsport and one who was
looking at racing in the same series as me, perhaps
we would meet in the future on circuit. Find out next
month when | summarise my first ever race but in
the meantime check progress at www.torqueracing.
com

For anyone looking to do motor racing just bear
in mind the initial costs, £55 for the go racing
pack from the MSA, £250 for the ARDS test and
£120 for the medical (this is assuming you are
under the age to need an ECG test. Oh and once
you pass the test a further £50 or so for the
application itself. So the best part of £500 before
you have started - but it’s worth it!
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